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Growing a Culture of Peace  

#11: “A Voice in the Wilderness”  

December 3rd: 2nd Sunday of Advent Time, Mark 1: 1-8 

Reflection:  

Let’s look at the context in which the Gospel of Mark begins. John came from the desert, where he 
lived with the wild animals and survived completely off the land. It was in the wilderness that he heard 
God’s message. It was to the river that people from both the country and the city came to hear him.  
It was in the natural environment that he cried out for them to turn their lives around and where he 
announced the worthy one who was to come - Jesus. Mark’s Gospel then has Jesus go into the 
desert wilderness to pray. In biblical times, wilderness was considered a place of threat to people. It 
was out of the orbit of human voices and in the natural world that both John and Jesus could discern 
God’s voice. Today the wilderness is no longer regarded as a threatening place, but rather a place 
that has become severely threatened by our greed and abuse.  

Fact File:  

Wilderness is described as large natural intact areas. Australia has 9,300 protected areas of natural 
reserves covering more than 13% of the country. Some of these are under threat from extractive 
industries, especially mining. Most parks and reserves are managed by the states. 
http://www.environment.gov.au/parks/hoa.html 

Learn more:   

Discuss: “What does wilderness mean to you?” “Where can we find wilderness places out of the orbit 
of human voices to allow Jesus’ message into our hearts?”  

Action: Join a National Parks Association. Take time to get into the bush – as a family or a 
community group. Take action to protect Australia’s wilderness areas – local or in other states.  
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